A SKETCH

OF THE

CITY OF BALTIMORE.

——

Bavurimore, the third city in the United States in size and popunlation, is situated on
hn arm of the Patapaco river, 14 miles fro n its entrance into Chesapeake bay; and 175
miles from the ocean:  [is lahtude is 3J° 17/ 23" N.—longitude 76° 37/ 30/ W. from
‘sreenwich, and 0° 25/ from Washington. It is 40 miles N. E. from Washington; 97 S,
W, from Phlladelphn 18’) S. W. from New York; 398 5. W. from Boston; 160 N. N. E.
rom Richmond; 228 E. S. E. from Pittsburg; 311 E. 8. E. from Wheeling; and 590 N.
N. E. from Charleston. :

The arm of the Patapsco on which the city is built, is about three miles long, and
raries in widih from one-eizhth of a mile to a mile and three-quarters, having its greatest
/idth opposite to the ea~tem extensinn of the c1ty, called Canton. It aﬁ’urds an easy

scess 1o the city, and a harbor sufficiently capacious to contain two thousand vessels.
"he harbor consists of an outer bay between “Fell’s Point and Canton,on the north and
tast, aud Whetstone Point on the south, and the inner basin a circular body of water at
he head of the stream. The basin is navwable to vessels drawing only ten or twelve feet
sf water, but the outer portion of the harbol is sufficiently deep to float shipe of the largest
lass. From the facilities afforded by the depth of the water at Fell’s Poiut, itis the seat
f the princip.l ship yards, from which some of the finest and fleetest vessels of the
American Marine have bee) launched. The entrance to the harbor is defended by Fort
Mcllenry, which is situated at the point of the peninsula running between the harber
and the Patapsco river. It i3 memorable for the successful defence against the British
fleet in 1814. A larger fort is now in process of erection at Sollers’s Flats. some eight
miles below the city.

In 1662, Mr. Charles Gorsuch, a member of the society of Friends, took up and
patented fifty acres of land on Whetstone Point. This was the first land patented within
the preseut limits of the city. In 1663, Mr. Charles Mountenay took up two hundred
acres on each side of Harford run, and called it Mountenay’s neck. In 1663, Mr. John
Howard patented the land lying between the heads of the middle and north branche% of
the Patapsco; and, in the same year, Thomas Cole received a patent for a tract of five
hundred and fifiy acres extending from Mountenay’s neck across the north side of the
¢iver one mile; and northwardly from the river about half a mile. He called the tract

©ole’s Harbor, It was rhomboidal in form, and divided into nearly equal pagts. bl the -
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